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WASHINGTON (AP) -- A retired U.S. general says Dutch troops failed to defend against the 1995
genocide in the Bosnian war because the army was weakened, partly because it included openly
gay soldiers.

The comment by John Sheehan, a former NATO commander who retired from the military in
1997, shocked some at a Senate Armed Services Committee, where Sheehan spoke in opposition
to a proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the U.S. military. Committee Chairman Sen. Carl
Levin told Sheehan he was "totally off-target."

A Dutch defense ministry spokesman dismissed Sheehan's remarks as nonsense. Britain, Canada,
Australia and Israel as well as the Netherlands allow gays to serve openly.

Sheehan said European militaries deteriorated after the collapse of the Soviet Union and focused
on peacekeeping because "they did not believe the Germans were going to attack again or the
Soviets were coming back."

Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and other nations believed there was no longer a need for
an active combat capability in the militaries, he said. "They declared a peace dividend and made a
conscious effort to socialize their military -- that includes the unionization of their militaries, it
includes open homosexuality."

Dutch troops serving as U.N. peacekeepers and tasked with defending the town of Srebrenica in
1995 were an example of a force that became ill-equipped for war.

"The battalion was understrength, poorly led, and the Serbs came into town, handcuffed the
soldiers to the telephone poles, marched the Muslims off, and executed them," Sheehan said.
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_ "That was the largest massacre in Europe since World War II," he said of the killing of some
¢ 8,000 Bosnian Muslim boys and men after Serbian forces captured the town.

Levin, D-Mich., appeared incredulous. "Did the Dutch leaders tell you it (the fall of Srebrenica)
was because there' were gay soldiers there?" he asked.

"Yes," Sheehan said. "They included that as part of the problem." He said the former chief of staff
of the Dutch army had told him.
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Levin said it may be the case that some militaries have focused on peacekeeping to the detriment
of their war-ﬁghtin skills.

"But I think that any effort to connect that failure on the part of the Dutch to the fact that they
have homosexuals, or did allow homosexuals, I think is totally off-target," said Levin, a proponent
of ending restrictions on gays serving in the U.S. armed forces.

"The Dutch military, as you point out, were peacekeepers and not peace-enforcers. I agree with
that," said Levin. j’But what the heck that has to do with the issue before us is what mystifies me."

Dutch defense ministry spokesman Roger Van de Wetering said in a telephone interview that he
finds it "unbelievable that a man of this rank is stating this nonsense."

"The whole opera'jcion in Srebrenica and the drama that took place over there was thoroughly
investigated by Dutch and international authorities and none of these investigations has ever
concluded or sugéested a link between homosexual military personnel and the things that
happened over thére. I do not know on what facts this is based, but for us it is total nonsense,’
Van de Wetering said.

On the Dutch attitude to gays in the military, he said: "For us it is very simple. Every man or
woman that meets the criteria physically and mentally is welcome to serve in our armed forces
regardless of (religious) belief, sexual preference or whatever."
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